2S2    HISTOEY OF BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.

a part of the life of the people. It contributed
not to national patriotism, but only to national
enervation. Luxury had usurped the place of
simplicity and weakness had conquered strength.
The most brilliant color of all Assyrian history
was only overlaid on the palace and temple walls.
The shadows were growing long and deep, and
the night of Assyria was approaching.